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BOOKS

2024 Exploring extended realities: Metaphysical, psychological, and ethical issues. Edited (with
Andrew Kissel). Routledge



http://www.erickjramirez.com
https://philpeople.org/profiles/erick-jose-ramirez
https://www.routledge.com/Exploring-Extended-Realities-Metaphysical-Psychological-and-Ethical-Challenges/Kissel-Ramirez/p/book/9781032417325
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ARTICLES

Forthcoming

2026

2026

2025

2025

2024

2024

2023

2021

2021

2021

2020

The ethics of virtual and augmented reality: Building worlds. Routledge

Ethical issues in virtual reality for clinical psychology. (With Thomas Parsons, Andrew Kissel,
Lihong Ou). In Bouchard, S. (Ed) Virtual reality and mental disorders. CRC Press/ Taylor &
Francis Group

Rethinking inclusivity in XR means rethinking embodiment. Ethics and Information

Technology

Don’t play that game: Can simulations inculcate vice? (With Susan Kennedy). In
Malanowski, S.C., & Baima, N.R. (Eds) Virtue theory and video games. Routledge

Suicide, social media, and artificial intelligence. (With Susan Kennedy). In Cholbi, M. &

Stellino, P. (eds), Oxford handbook of the philosophy of suicide. Oxford University Press

Embodiment, relationships, and sexuality in the Metaverse: A critical analysis (with Shelby
Jennett, Laura Clark, Julian Dreiman, Sydney Campbell, and Raghav Gupta). Science and

Engineering Ethics, 31 (38)

Through a glass virtually: On the future of extended realities (with Andrew Kissel). In
Ramirez, E. & Kissel, A. (eds). Exploring extended realities: Metaphysical, psychological, and

ethical issues Routledge

Extended reality, control, and problems of the self: An ethical analysis (with Shelby Jennett,
Dorian Clay, and Mohit Gandhi). In Ramirez, E. & Kissel, A. (eds). Exploring extended

realities: Metaphysical, psychological, and ethical issues Routledge

XR embodiment and the changing nature of sexual harassment. With Shelby Jennett, Raghav
Gupta, Sydney Campbell, and Jocelyn Tan. Soczeties, 13 (2)

What it’s like to be a : Why it’s (often) unethical to use VR as an empathy nudging tool.
With Miles Elliott & Per Milam. Ethics and Information Technology,

An ethical code for commercial VR/AR applications. With Jocelyn Tan, Miles Elliott, Mohit
Gandbhi, and Lia Petronio. In Navid Shaghaghi, Fabrizio Lamberti, Brian Beams, Reza
Shariatmadari, Ahmed Amer (Eds.) Inzelligent Technologies for Interactive Entertainment
Cham: Switzerland. Springer

A proposal to combat unconscious bias using VR. With Jia Seow, Jocelyn Tan, Cynthia

Thomas, and Brett Ashton. 2021 IEEE International Symposium on Technology and Society
(ISTAS). doi: 10.1109/ISTAS52410.2021.9629148.

Ethical issues with simulating the Bridge Problem in VR. With Scott LaBarge. Science and
Engineering Ethics https://doi.org/10.1007/s11948-020-00267-5



https://www.routledge.com/The-Ethics-of-Virtual-and-Augmented-Reality-Building-Worlds/Ramirez/p/book/9780367486266
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10676-026-09899-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10676-026-09899-w
https://www.routledge.com/Virtue-Theory-and-Video-Games-Level-Up-Your-Character/Malanowski-Baima/p/book/9781041052630
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-the-philosophy-of-suicide-9780197654385
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11948-025-00563-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11948-025-00563-y
https://www.routledge.com/Exploring-Extended-Realities-Metaphysical-Psychological-and-Ethical-Challenges/Kissel-Ramirez/p/book/9781032417325
https://www.routledge.com/Exploring-Extended-Realities-Metaphysical-Psychological-and-Ethical-Challenges/Kissel-Ramirez/p/book/9781032417325
https://www.routledge.com/Exploring-Extended-Realities-Metaphysical-Psychological-and-Ethical-Challenges/Kissel-Ramirez/p/book/9781032417325
https://www.routledge.com/Exploring-Extended-Realities-Metaphysical-Psychological-and-Ethical-Challenges/Kissel-Ramirez/p/book/9781032417325
https://www.mdpi.com/2075-4698/13/2/36
https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/what-it-s-like-to-be-a-why-it-s-often-unethical-to-use-vr-as-an-/19096658
https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/an-ethical-code-for-commercial-vr-ar-applications/19174708
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/9629148
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11948-020-00267-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11948-020-00267-5

2020 How to (dis)solve the gamer’s dilemma. Ethical Theory and Moral Practice
doi:10.1007/s10677-019-10049-z

2019 Psychopathy, autism, and basic moral emotions: Evidence for sentimentalist
constructivism. In Robyn Bluhm and Serife Tekin (Eds.) Bloomsbury Companion to the
Philosophy of Psychiatry. New York; London: Bloomsbury

2018 Shame, embarrassment, and the subjectivity requirement. European Journal of Analytic
LPhilosophy. *Invited contribution for a special issue on psychopathic responsibility*

2018 Ecological and ethical issues in virtual reality research: A call for increased scrutiny.

Philosophical Psychology, 32 (2): 211-233

2018 Real moral problems in the use of virtual reality. With Scott LaBarge. Ethics and
Information Technology, 20 (4): 249-263

2017 Empathy and the limits of thought experiments. Metaphilosophy, 48 (4): 504-526
2017 A conditional defense of shame and shame punishment. Symposium: Theoretical and

Applied Inguiries in Philosophy and Social Sciences, 4 (1): 77-95

2017 Can suicide in the elderly be rational? Lawrence J. Nelson and Erick Ramirez in
Robert McCue and Meera Balasubramaniam (Eds.) Rational suicide in the elderly:

Clinical, ethical, and sociocultural aspects. Springer: 1-21

2017 Neurosurgery for psychopaths? The problems of empathy and neurodiversity.
American Journal of Bioethics: Neuroscience, 7 (3): 166-168

2015 Receptivity, reactivity, and the successtul psychopath. Philosophical Explorations,
18 (3): 330-343. doi: 10.1080/13869795.2014.1001426

2014 Philosophy of mental illness. In The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

http://www.iep.utm.edu/mental-i/

2013 Psychopathy, moral reasons, and responsibility. In Alexandra Perry and C.D. Herrera
(Eds.) Ethics and Neurodiversity. Cambridge Scholars Publishing: 217-237

2013 Critical review: The emotional construction of morals. Phzlosophical Psychology, 16 (3):
461-475

Under Review

The democratization of delegated speech: An ethics for computer generated text (with Andrew Kissel &
Dorian Clay)

In Preparation


https://link-springer-com.libproxy.scu.edu/article/10.1007%2Fs10677-019-10049-z
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/the-bloomsbury-companion-to-philosophy-of-psychiatry-9781350024069/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/the-bloomsbury-companion-to-philosophy-of-psychiatry-9781350024069/
https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/305313
https://hrcak.srce.hr/file/305313
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09515089.2018.1532073
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10676-018-9473-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10676-018-9473-5
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/meta.12249
https://www.pdcnet.org/symposion/content/symposion_2017_0004_0001_0077_0095
https://www.pdcnet.org/symposion/content/symposion_2017_0004_0001_0077_0095
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319326702#reviews
https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319326702#reviews
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/21507740.2016.1218387
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/zgTXZehUSue9CZnuFMZs/full
https://www.iep.utm.edu/mental-i/
https://www.cambridgescholars.com/ethics-and-neurodiversity-16
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09515089.2012.673767

Academia is a mirror: Rethinking approaches to Al ethics

The unbound self: How AL, XR, and biotech will change what it means to be us (with Susan Kennedy) (Under
Contract with Routledge - expected July 2027)

PUBLIC PHILOSOPHY

2025

2024

2024

2024

2023

2023

2023

2023

2020

2019

2019

2018

2018

2018

Digital dignity and blended identity: How technologies expand the self and what dignity
requires. Human Dignity in the Age of Al Markkula Center for Applied Ethics

Al powered brain implants: Novel ethical challenges. Panelist - Markkula Center for Applied
Ethics

But why Her? with Laura Clark, and Raghav Gupta for the Center for Humanities - Santa
Clara University

Too bot to handle: A panel on Al love, and relationships. Panelist - Markkula Center for
Applied Ethics

Extended reality and philosophy. World Philosophy Day - CSU Pomona
Why do virtual bodies matter? Wild Beasts: A Podcast About Ethics

VR Renaissance in Moral Psychology, Perspectival Thought Experiments in Philosophy, &
Bounds of Empathy. Voices of VR Podcast

Dr. Erick Ramirez on utilizing augmented reality technology to make ourselves and the world
better. Faculty Lightning Video, Santa Clara University

Can technology help us be more empathetic? Racism, empathy, and virtual reality. Essay for
The Markkula Center for Applied Ethics

The Promises and Perils of Virtual Reality: Building ethical virtual worlds [a public talk
delivered to audiences at the Tech Museum of Innovation on 2/16/2019]

Guest on Season 3 of “Mind Fields” dedicated to my research on VR and moral dilemmas

Guest on “The Green Room” on Newstalk (Ireland National Public Radio) discussing
empathy, sympathy, and virtual reality

It’s dangerous to think virtual reality is an empathy machine. “Ideas” essay for Aeon.com

Experiments in virtual philosophy. Guest post on the blog Dazly Nous


https://www.scu.edu/ethics/events/digital-dignity-day/digital-dignity-and-the-expansion-of-selves/
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/events/digital-dignity-day/digital-dignity-and-the-expansion-of-selves/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yd7Hccj6CRQ
https://www.scu.edu/cas/initiatives/center-for-the-arts-and-humanities/cah-blog/er-lc-rg/blog-posts/but-why-her.html
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/focus-areas/technology-ethics/resources/too-bot-to-handle-a-panel-on-ai-love-and-relationships/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3Td2nrvJc3QmY2Hdz4J8ay?go=1&sp_cid=5f55d12a96999419160eb5bc64c48616&utm_source=embed_player_p&utm_medium=desktop&nd=1
https://voicesofvr.com/1181-vr-renaissance-in-moral-psychology-perspectival-thought-experiments-in-philosophy-bounds-of-empathy/
https://voicesofvr.com/1181-vr-renaissance-in-moral-psychology-perspectival-thought-experiments-in-philosophy-bounds-of-empathy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KH-KIBCVEEc&list=PLpbO1DqdPHVp4KzV6HinxizTaTiJntn8u&index=9&t=10s&ab_channel=SCUCollegeofArtsandSciences
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KH-KIBCVEEc&list=PLpbO1DqdPHVp4KzV6HinxizTaTiJntn8u&index=9&t=10s&ab_channel=SCUCollegeofArtsandSciences
https://www.scu.edu/ethics-spotlight/ethics-and-systemic-racism/can-technology-help-us-be-more-empathetic-racism-empathy-and-virtual-reality/
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/internet-ethics-blog/the-promise-and-perils-of-virtual-reality/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZRRxQcaEjA4qyEuYfAMCazlL0vQDkIj2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_HBeAoK2xo&list=PLZRRxQcaEjA6mH0AMUIERDpbWX5rvMdKf&index=6&t=0s
https://www.newstalk.com/podcasts/The_Green_Room/Highlights_from_The_Green_Room/240145/Can_virtual_reality_teach_us_empathy
https://aeon.co/ideas/its-dangerous-to-think-virtual-reality-is-an-empathy-machine
http://dailynous.com/2018/02/16/experiments-virtual-philosophy-guest-post-erick-ramirez/

